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Fair urges students to take
classes around the world
By KEATON REED
staff writer

Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu once said, “a
journey of a thousand miles must begin with a
single step,” and for USU students that step can
be taken during USU’s study abroad Fair.
Feb. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the TSC
International Lounge will be filled with advisers, returning students and informational
booths to educate the student body about various study abroad opportunities.
“There will be over 20 tables representing
different programs,” said Kay Forsyth, study
abroad director. “It’s a great opportunity to
find out about study abroad, foreign internships and volunteer work.”
THE STUDY ABROAD FAIR will be held in the TSC International Lounge from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
With USU study abroad, students can
This year, programs for study abroad in Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherland
choose from dozens of semester-long
and Slovenia have opened up. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photo

Students consider
applicants for new
department head

International Student Exchange Programs
(ISEP), or go on one of the eight-week summer
programs offered by the Huntsman School of
Business. Forsyth said these programs typically cost $1,500-2,000 more than a full-time
student’s semester at USU, but they allow students to earn a semester’s worth of credits in a
different environment and atmosphere.
“Students can also participate in several
short-term spring programs, or summer programs led by USU faculty,” Forsyth said.
This year USU is offering new programs in
Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Netherlands and Slovenia – each with
different emphases, such as Portuguese, history
and social work.
“Study abroad is one of the most powerful

- See COUNTRY, page 3

Let the games begin

By KAYLA HALL
staff writer

The political science department held external tryouts for someone to fill the position of department head after Bobbi Herzberg
concludes her five-year term.
“It is a difficult job to be department head and I am sure Dr.
Herzberg is eager to get back to other things, such as research,”
said assistant department head of political science Michael Lyons.
“Ultimately, the decision of who becomes the new department head
is with the provost and the dean of the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences. They decided it was a good idea for the department
to bring in a department head from another university.”
Lyons said they first establish a committee to facilitate the hiring
processes. Together, the committee writes a basic job description
and publishes the job application in prominent material like The
Chronicle of Higher Education. After a certain amount of time,
they close the application and the committee screens all applicants,
reviews the written material and narrows it down to three candidates. The candidates are then invited to visit USU’s campus for two
days in which they will give two presentations. One presentation is
for an undergraduate class while the other is a research presentation
given to faculty, staff and graduate students.
Associate Dean of HASS and professor of philosophy Charlie
Huenemann, said, “The job of the committee is to manage the whole

- See HERZBERG, page 4

CANDIDATES FOR ASUSU’S 2011 elections gathered Tuesday for a mandatory meeting in preparation for the upcoming race. All
new and old policies pertaining to the elections were covered. Campaigning for elections will begin Feb. 22 at 7 a.m.. BRECK BYINGTON
photo

Art students ask for student fee increase, request pending
By ROB JEPSON
web editor

The Caine College of the Arts may begin charging admission to select performances following a decision from the
student fee board last week. The decision is pending approval
from USU President Stan Albrecht.
Every year, each institution on campus – including colleges
– has the chance to request an increase in student fees to fund
their programs. This year, the arts college submitted a request
for a $5 increase in student fees in order to fund performances. The request was partially granted by the student fee board,
who granted a $1.75 increase with an added amendment stating that the college my begin charging for events to help cover
costs.
Alan Dangerfield, the arts college senator, said, “Being
a new college and everything, there are some costs that we
hadn’t really been aware of until we become a college. Most
of them were with production – hiring the staff we need and
marketing for these performances.”

Inside This Issue

While a larger amount would have been ideal, the $1.75
and the amendment will help cover the college’s costs,
Dangerfield said.
ASUSU Student Advocate Dan Ricks, who acts as chair
of the student fee board, said several factors influenced the
board’s decision to grant $1.75 and the amendment.
He said the original request was for $5 over five years.
“Typically, we try to have figures re-assessed every year,” he
said.
Ricks also said it wasn’t clear how some of the college’s
budget was being used, and that he would like to see how the
college’s current funding is being used before the board raises
student fees any higher.
He said the board also felt it would be fair to have the students who attend the performances help shoulder the cost,
rather than charging students generally.
“We’re also letting them know that we do want to see some
improvements in how they budget the productions,” Ricks
said, “and also, perhaps, a serious look at what productions
they want to do.”
Ricks said roughly 40 percent of the college’s productions
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exceeded their budgets.
Theatre arts major Felicia Stehmeier said she felt charging
students to get into events could be good, depending on how
much was charged. Though she said it is generally better to
charge all students through a fee, if the price of admission is
relatively low, it might be better for students.
“If you think about it, if there’s a show that you’re just
dying to see then you’ll pay for it. But if it’s a show you’re not
sure about and it’s free you won’t lose anything,” she said.
Ashley Hillam, a junior in the photography program, said,
“I think that’s a good thing to have those events, rather than
take them away. That’s a whole part of the college experience
to attend cultural events and stuff like that.”
Dangerfield said he wasn’t sure yet if the arts college would
need to request more funds next year.
“It depends how this turns out,” he said. “I hope that we
won’t have to ask for more funds, but if we do in the future it
will probably be a dollar or two over the next five years.”
– robmjepson@gmail.com
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ClarifyCorrect
In the Jan. 31 issue of The Utah
Statesman, the article “USU looks
toward professional school on campus” has a correction. Applications
will be accepted the fall of 2011 and
classes will begin fall of 2012. There
will be 20 slots open to Utah residents and 10 to non-Utah residents.

Egypt crowds unmoved by Mubarak’s vow

CAIRO (AP) – President Hosni
Mubarak defied a quarter-million
protesters demanding he step down
immediately, announcing Tuesday
he would serve out the last months
of his term and “die on Egyptian
soil.” He promised not to seek reelection, but that did not calm public fury as clashes erupted between
his opponents and supporters.
The protesters have insisted they
will not end their unprecedented
Dow over 12,000 for week-old wave of unrest until their
ruler for nearly three decades goes.
first time since 2008
Mubarak’s halfway concession
NEW YORK (AP) – Two years ago, threatened to inflame frustration
and anger among protesters, who
the stock market was roadkill along
the financial highway. Now one of the have been peaceful in recent days.
In Alexandria, clashes erupted
greatest bull markets in history is rollbetween several hundred protesters
ing along.
The Dow Jones industrial average and government supporters soon
closed above 12,000 for the first time afterward, according to footage by
Al-Jazeera television. The protestin two and a half years Tuesday, putting the Great Recession even farther ers threw stones at their rivals, who
wielded knives and sticks, until solin the rearview mirror and erasdiers fired in the air and stepped in
ing most of the damage it inflicted
between them, said a local journalon tens of millions of retirement
ist, Hossam el-Wakil.
accounts.
The speech was immediately
A broader measure of the stock
derided by protesters in Cairo’s
market, the Standard & Poor’s 500
index, closed above 1,300 for the first Tahrir Square. Watching on a giant
time since Aug. 28, 2008. And at least TV, protesters booed and waved
one widely watched measure suggests their shoes over their heads at his
image in a sign of contempt. “Go,
stocks are still cheap by historical
go, go! We are not leaving until
standards.
he leaves,” they chanted. One man

Nat’lBriefs

‘Jihad Jane’ pleads
guilty in terror plot

PHILADELPHIA (AP) – A suburban woman who was the live-in caretaker for her boyfriend’s elderly father
calmly told a U.S. judge Tuesday that
she had worked feverishly online
under the name “Jihad Jane” to support Islamic terrorists and moved
overseas to further her plan to kill
a Swedish artist who had offended
Muslims.
Colleen LaRose, 47, faces the possibility of life in prison after pleading
guilty to four federal charges, including conspiracy to murder a foreign
target, conspiracy to support terrorists and lying to the FBI.
LaRose returned to the United
States in November 2009 and was
immediately taken into FBI custody at
Philadelphia International Airport.
LaRose and her co-conspirators
hoped her appearance and U.S. citizenship would help her blend in while
carrying out their plans.

LateNiteHumor
Top 10 Charlie Sheen Excuses
– Monday, Jan. 31, 2011
10. What? What happened? What
time is it?
9. Trying to kick start the economy.
8. One more visit to rehab and I get a
sandwich press.
7. Distraught over Regis retiring.
6. Too drunk to think of a good
excuse.
5. Why earn 1.8 million dollars an
episode if you can’t enjoy spending it?
4. The “Jersey Shore” kids go nuts and
everyone loves it, but Ol’ Charlie can’t
have a party without somebody calling the cops?!
3. What am I supposed to do, read?
2. Doing research for new movie,
“The Charlie Sheen Story.”
1. Let’s not turn buying a briefcase of
cocaine into a federal crime.

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT HOSNI MUBARAK delivers an address announcing he will not run for a new term in office in September elections, but rejected
demands that he step down immediately and leave the country. AP photo

screamed, “He doesn’t want to say
it, he doesn’t want to say it.”
In the 10-minute address, the 82year-old Mubarak appeared somber
but spoke firmly and without an air
of defeat. He insisted that even if
the protests had never happened, he
would not have sought a sixth term
in September.
He said he would serve out the
rest of his term working “to accomplish the necessary steps for the

peaceful transfer of power.” He said
he will carry out amendments to
rules on presidential elections.
Mubarak, a former air force
commander, vowed not to flee the
country. “This is my dear homeland
... I have lived in it, I fought for it
and defended its soil, sovereignty
and interests. On its soil I will die.
History will judge me and all of us.”
The step came after heavy pressure from his top ally, the United

States. Soon after Mubarak’s
address, President Barack Obama
said at the White House that he
had spoken with Mubarak and “he
recognizes that the status quo is
not sustainable and a change must
take place.” Obama said he told
Mubarak that an orderly transition
must be meaningful and peaceful,
must begin now and must include
opposition parties.
The United States has been
struggling to find a way to ease
Mubarak out of office while maintaining stability in Egypt, a key ally
in the Mideast that has a 30-yearold peace treaty with Israel and has
been a bulwark against Islamic militancy.
Only a month ago, reform activists would have greeted Mubarak’s
announcement with joy – many
Egyptians believed Mubarak was
going to run again despite health
issues. But after the past week of
upheaval, Mubarak’s address struck
many of his opponents as inadequate.
“The people have spoken. They
said no to Mubarak, and they will
not go back on their words,” said
Saad el-Katatni, a leading member
of the fundamentalist Muslim
Brotherhood. “Enough suffering.
Let him go, and leave the Egyptians
to sort themselves out.”

Study finds red light cameras cut fatal crashes
WASHINGTON (AP) – Red light cameras are
helping drivers remember that red means stop
and are saving lives, according to a new study out
Tuesday by the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety.
The study concludes that the cameras have
reduced the rate of fatal crashes by 24 percent in
14 large cities that introduced red light cameras
between 1996 and 2004.
“Red light cameras are working,” said institute
President Adrian Lund. “There are hundreds of
people who are alive because some communities had
the courage to use this method of enforcement.”
In cities with the cameras, the study also noted
drops in all fatal crashes at intersections with traffic

signals, not just those caused by running red lights.
“We think that they are just paying more attention to intersections as they come up on them
because they are more certain that if they violate the
red light that they will get a ticket,” Lund said.
The institute claims that the reduction translates
into 159 lives saved over five years in those cities. If
all large cities had cameras, a total of 815 lives could
have been saved, according to the study.
In 2009, 676 people were killed and an estimated
113,000 injured in red light crashes, according the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s
Fatality Analysis Reporting System.
Researchers have known for some time that the
cameras reduce crashes, but there are now enough

cities with cameras to study whether they affect
fatal crashes, Lund said. Red light cameras can be
a cheaper and safer alternative to officers enforcing
red light running, he added.
The study looked at 99 cities with populations
over 200,000. It compared two periods, 2004-2008,
when the most recent fatal crash data were available,
and 1992-1996, a period when the 14 cities had not
begun red light camera programs.
Fatal red light crashes fell in most cities, but the
rate fell 14 percent in the 48 cities without cameras
and 35 percent in the 14 cities with cameras in the
second period. The biggest drop in the rate of fatal
crashes involving red light running was seen in
Chandler, Ariz., where deaths dropped 79 percent.

TSA tests new body scanning system in Las Vegas
LAS VEGAS (AP) – Federal aviation officials are
giving airport scanners another try. This time, they
are not looking as closely under traveler’s clothes.
The Transportation Security Administration
began testing a new, more modest body scanning
system at three airports. They hope it will assuage
critics’ concerns that the nearly 500 full-body scan-

ners at 78 airports reveal too much.
“We believe it addresses the privacy issues that
have been raised,” TSA chief John Pistole said at
a news conference at Reagan National Airport in
Washington, one of the airports testing the technology.
The software discards the x-ray-style image that
revealed the contours of the traveler’s body. Now,
there is just a generic image of the body.
This is how it works: A traveler passes through
the scanner. Once they step out, they can see a computer monitor. It can display a large green “OK” and
the traveler can move on.
If they have something in their pockets or hidden elsewhere on their body, the outline of a body
appears on the screen, and a box marks the location
of the object.
“One of the things this does is give greater confidence to the traveling public, because they are seeing the image also. They are seeing exactly what the
security officer is seeing,” Pistole said.
On Tuesday at one of the test sites, McCarran
A TSA EMPLOYEE IS SCREENED during a demonstration of new software being tested with advanced International Airport in Las Vegas, TSA workers
moved through a scanner equipped with the new
imaging technology at McCarran International Airport
software in a demonstration for reporters. On some
Tuesday. AP photo

EDINBURGH & HIGHLANDER

people, the scanner picked up objects in their pockets. Those carrying nothing moved through the
scanner in moments.
If all goes well for two months, TSA can install
the software to 250 of the scanners nationwide
at a cost of $2.7 million. The expansion will be
limited to that because the software only works on
machines produced by one of the two companies
that make them.
TSA officials are making the decision to expand
on the ability of the software to detect objects and
how efficiently it can move travelers through the
security checkpoints.
The U.S. Travel Association estimates more
than 70 percent of all passengers consider the TSA’s
searches inefficient and frustrating, said senior vice
president Geoff Freeman. Incremental changes, he
said, won’t address those concerns.
“It’s not about the scanners versus the patdowns,” he said. “The biggest complaint is people
don’t want to take off their shoes. What this is really about is the desire by travelers to see a long-term
vision, the idea that this country that put a man
on the moon can find a way that is more customerfriendly to keep us safe.”
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USU participates in largest children’s study
By STEVE KENT
staff writer

Utah State University is playing an important role in the beginning stages of the National
Children’s Study, the largest study of children’s
health ever planned in the country.
Nationally, the study aims to collect data on
more than 100,000 children from before birth
to age 21, in an effort to understand what environmental factors influence conditions such as
diabetes, autism and asthma. Enrollment of participants, which is expected to continue for five to
seven years, started in Cache County in December
2010.
“Children today are not as healthy as our generation is and they’re not expected to have as good
of a quality of life down the road as we are due
to disease. We’re seeing higher rates of asthma,
autism, diabetes and of course, obesity,” said
Vonda Jump Norman, one of the study’s co-principal investigators for the Cache County area.
Understanding the environment better triggers of
diseases in childhood might lead to better treatments, Norman said.
Commissioned by Congress in 2000, the plan
has developed slowly. Eventually, the study will
be conducted in 105 sites across the country, but
right now is in a pilot phase involving 37 locations. Seven “Vanguard Sites,” including one at
University of Utah, began collecting data early
last year.
Any woman living in Cache County who is
pregnant or is planning to become pregnant can
apply to be part of the study, though to become
a participant a woman must live in one of the
33 randomly selected neighborhoods and pass a
screening process.
“We encourage any woman from 18 to 49 to
call us to be screened to see if they’re eligible to
participate … because they’re contributing to a
body of information that can only help children
here in Cache Valley and everywhere in the
nation,” said Amy Anderson, community liaison
with the study. Anderson also said that people
who aren’t eligible themselves are encouraged to
tell those who might be eligible.
Researchers will collect data from participants
via survey and by testing variables in their homes
and at places where the children spend a lot of
time. Biological and environmental samples will
also be collected, and though the goal is to gather
as much data as possible, participants can opt
out of answering any question or providing any
sample they choose and not be dropped from the
study, Anderson said.
The large scope of the project may raise concerns with some over confidentiality and precautions have been taken in an attempt to protect

information collected from participants. Access
to the data will be controlled by the National
Institutes of Health, co-principal investigator
Mark Innocenti said. Researchers who want to
work with the data will be required to submit
grant proposals and undergo a variety of background checks to see if they are qualified to use
the data and also what specific parts of the data
they will be allowed to use.
Funded by taxpayers through the National
Institutes of Health, the study has faced political
opposition because of its cost. In 2009, the Senate
appropriations committee threatened to suspend
funding for 2010 after they learned that estimates
of project’s total cost, initially $2.7 billion, had
doubled.
When asked about cost concerns, Innocenti
said the study will reduce money spent by the
government and private citizens because of conditions like asthma and schizophrenia.
“They cost the country … about $650 to $800
billion a year. If you could make a one percent
difference in prevention and intervention, you’ve
paid for the entire 25 years (of the study) in two
years,” Innocenti said.
The study will also bring jobs to the valley, he
said. Currently, the study employs 25 full-time
positions in the community, and as it moves from
the pilot phase to implementation, that number is
expected to grow.
In an effort to keep costs down, 30 of the 37

locations in the study’s pilot phase are testing
the effectiveness of three separate recruitment
strategies. The method being tested in Cache
County involves spreading information about the
study and asking those interested to contact the
researchers. Inaugurating its efforts in the community, the study sponsored “National Children’s
Study Night” at the USU-Weber basketball game
last November. Since then, awareness has been
promoted dozens of different ways, including
mailing out information, community outreach at
campus and sporting events, and public service
announcements. A new Aggie Ice Cream flavor,
“Aggie Birthday Cake,” has been developed to
spread awareness of the study. The new flavor will
be available seasonally over a five-year period and
is set to appear in supermarkets this April, said
Don McMahon, director of USU’s Western Dairy
Center.
Anderson said the response to this kind of
strategy has been good in Cache Valley.
“We are well-received everywhere we go.
People in Cache Valley care so much about the
children of our community that they’re very willing to support research that’s going to eventually
help kids to live a healthier life,” she said.
People seeking more information can visit
cache.NCSutah.org or call 435-797-KIDS (5437).
– steve.kent@aggiemail.usu.edu

Do Not Hit Golf Balls into Mexico, an original
play created by faculty and students at USU, was
selected to perform in the Region VIII Kennedy
Center American College Theater Festival in Los
Angeles on Feb. 11.
According to the festival’s website, the festival will
showcase the best college productions from southern California, southern Nevada, Utah, Arizona and
Hawaii.
“Ours is one of the most competitive regions in
the country,” said Shawn Fisher, associate professor of theatre and the show’s writer and producer.
“Roughly 70 shows were entered and only about 10
were selected to participate in the festival.”
He also said one show from the festival will
be chosen to perform at the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C.
The play, which originally ran at the Caine Lyric
Theater during the spring of 2010, focuses on the
divisive issue of immigration in the southwest.
“The play raises the question ‘What does it mean
to be American?’ But not in the traditional way,”
Fisher said, “we wanted to tell this story from a
human perspective, not a statistical or political one.”
Adrianne Moore, associate professor of theatre
and the show’s director, said the play is not meant to
be a conversion piece but rather to generate discussion about the immigration issue.
The Fusion Theatre Project, an independent,
experimental company based out of USU, created
the play as a “devised theatre” project, Fisher said.

AGGIE BIRTHDAY CAKE ice cream was concocted to create awareness of the National Children’s
Study that USU will play a part in. The study analyzes how children are affected by certain environmental
factors. CATHERINE URIE photo

Devised theater is when a company develops an
stage manager. “This play was my first time as a
entire production, beginning with no script and
stage manager, it taught me how to adapt and use
ending with a finished play, he said.
skills spontaneously.”
Many of the company’s members traveled to the
The festival will positively reflect the theatre
areas around the American-Mexican border during
department and USU, Fisher said.
the summer of 2009 to do research for the play.
Being selected to participate in the festival is an
The title of the play comes from an actual sign at a honor and will be appealing to both potential stuTexas golf course the team saw while researching for dents and potential faculty, he said.
the project, Fisher said.
He also said the theater department goal is to be
“I saw the sign and knew we
on the “cutting edge of the indushad our title,” he said. “It is pro- “We are really
try,” and this project succeeding is
vocative and humorous with a
excited to have our a reflection of that goal.
rich subtext.“
The play was well-received at
hard work recogThe research affected the
USU. Fisher said he does not judge
nized and take it
researchers artistically and pera play’s reception by the number of
sonally.
people in the audience on opening
to L.A. to see how
“The project is near and dear to our audiences will
night. Those numbers, he said, are
their hearts,” Moore said, “They
a reflection of marketing, but rathspoke to individuals about their respond to it.”
er he judges by the numbers on
– Shawn Fisher, closing night because they reflect
immigration experiences, so they
were very emotionally invested
associate professor of how many people recommend the
in the research and rehearsal
to others.
theatre play
process.”
Moore said this play had a very
Participating in the festival will
large audience for a dramatic, nonhelp the students professionally, Fisher said.
musical production. She also said the play received
“The festival will be a good opportunity for stupositive feedback from the community.
dents to see what it’s like to perform in a major the“We are really excited to have our hard work recatre city, it might inspire them, maybe someone will ognized and to take it to L.A. to see how other audibe offered an audition,” he said.
ences will respond to it,” Fisher said.
Fusion found out they were selected to perform in
L.A. shortly before the end of Fall semester and only
– rouchelle.brockman@aggiemail.usu.edu
has a few short weeks to prepare for the festival.
“We kind of hit the ground running,” said Mauri
Smith, a lighting design major and the production’s

Country: Students able to peruse study abroad options in TSC
-continued from page 1
learning experiences that students can have,”
said Christopher Fawson, associate dean of the
Huntsman School of Business. “It’s a transformational experience.”
Forsyth said USU sends more than 350 students each year on these programs, and many
will be at the fair sharing their experiences and
giving advice and encouragement. She said students will be able to meet program representatives from USU and other affiliate programs
who can impart knowledge about the different
countries they’ve visited.
“It’s the best way to differentiate from other
graduates,” said Liz Allred, director for global
enrichment in the Business school. “Less than
2 percent of students have this experience.”
There will be time at the fair for students to
meet with a study abroad adviser and get more
information about the application process.

Campus & Community

Trout research
receives grant
Watershed Sciences graduate
student Ryan Lokteff is a recipient
of a prestigious National Center
for Airborne Laser Mapping Seed
Grant from the National Science
Foundation. He’s conducting
research on the Bonneville cutthroat
trout.
Utah’s imperiled state fish, the
Bonneville cutthroat trout, is so
named because of its distinctive
red markings below the gills. Image
courtesy of the Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources.
Utah State University scientist Ryan
Lokteff will use a high-tech “bird’s
eye view” to study the state of Utah’s
state fish, the imperiled Bonneville
cutthroat trout. The College of
Natural Resources graduate student
is the recipient of a 2011 National
Science Foundation-funded seed
grant from the National Center for
Airborne Laser Mapping.
“This is a highly competitive
national grant and Ryan is the
first student at USU to receive this
award,” says Joe Wheaton, assistant
professor in USU’s Department of
Watershed Sciences and Lokteff’s
mentor. “He’ll use airborne LiDaR
– laser detection and ranging technology – to examine local ‘hot spots’
of trout spawning, holding and rearing.”

Chocolate festival
benefits local group

USU production to show at Los Angeles festival
By ROUCHELLE BROCKMAN
staff writer

Briefs

“We’re always here to help, we love doing it,”
Forsyth said.
Forsyth said she encourages students to
spend as much time as they need at the fair to
gather facts make an informed decision about
study abroad. If students are interested in
learning more they can contact the office of
study abroad (TSC 311) and set up an appointment with an adviser.
“If you ever have questions, just call the
study abroad office or go see them. They are so
helpful,” said Kourtney Blanc, a USU student
who is currently studying in Botswana, Africa.
Although advisers are ready and willing to
help, the office of study abroad encourages students to take charge of their application process as soon as possible, because of deadlines.
When asked why more students don’t try
to study abroad, Fawson said that many think

that it’s too expensive, but he said it’s a small
price to pay for an extraordinary experience.
“Sometimes students aren’t aware of all the
resources available to them,” Allred said.
Forsyth said there are numerous financial
aid and scholarship opportunities available to
students that are offered by schools all around
the world, on the basis of grades, majors, languages and more.
“We’re still always trying to get the word out
about scholarships,” Forsyth said, “and most
financial aid and scholarships can be applied
to the cost.”
Fawson said, “It isn’t about the money, it’s
about investing in yourself.”
– keaton.reed@aggiemail.usu.edu

The Valentine Chocolate Festival
is back for its 24th year, and will
be more deliciously decadent than
ever before. The tasting begins on
Saturday, Feb. 5, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
at Accolade, Hamilton’s new event
venue located at 2427 N. Main
Street in Logan. Tickets are $10
for adults and $5 per child 12 and
under, and will be available at the
door. As a fund-raiser for Utah
Planned Parenthood, the Chocolate
Festival is an opportunity to sample
tasty treats whipped up by professional and amateur Cache Valley
chocolatiers. A silent auction of all
entries begins at 6:30 p.m. A live
auction of the winning desserts and
other valuable items donated by
local merchants follows at 8 p.m.
This will be the first time the event
will be held at Accolade. The Bullen
Center served as a fine home for the
Chocolate Festival for many years.
But, due to the festival’s growing
popularity, organizers decided to
look for a venue that can accommodate a larger crowd.
Everyone can participate.
Amateur and professional dessert
makers are welcomed to submit
entries. Taste theses fabulous delicacies or for a modest donation,
you can take home special sampler
bags to your sweetheart. Better yet,
stay and bid on the award winners
at the live auction.

Gallery exhibit features
student and faculty art
An art exhibit will be held in the
Tippetts Gallery of the Chase Fine
Arts Center from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
on Feb. 4.
Mentor/Mentee features faculty
and student work from art, theatre
and interior design. Faculty and
students featured include: Chris
Gauthier and mentee Amanda
Chester; Jane Catlin and mentees
Michelle Montrose Larsen and
Ryan Riedel; Darrin Brooks; Woody
Shepherd and mentee Holly Cobb;
Rachel Middleman and mentees
Sarah Sagers, Sara Ford, Makaela
Herran, Kaitlyn Sprouse, Jamie
Clegg, Benjamin Davis and Joe
Strickland; Ryoichi Suzuki; Kathy
Puzey and mentees Abe McCowan
and Elise Brundage; Dennis Hassan
and mentee Rufus ZaeJoDaeus;
Nancy Hills; Bruce Duerden and
mentee Paul Yeates. Come see stunning prints, paintings, installations, props, models and lighting
design samples.

-Compiled from staff
and media reports
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USU river research improves quality of water
By DAN SMITH
news senior writer

Members of USU’s biology and ecology
department studied rivers in Idaho and
Wyoming during summer 2010 in hopes of
learning more about river ecology. Michelle
Baker, associate professor of biology and
ecology, said the studies aim to help develop
research methods that will be used with Utah
rivers the summer of 2011.
Baker said ongoing funding from a collaborative grant by the National Science
Foundation (NSF) helped the needs of the
team. They were joined by researchers
from the University of Wyoming, Notre
Dame University and the Cary Institute of
Ecosystem Studies, a private New York school.
“Our main focus was the factors that control the river’s ability to process nutrients,”
Baker said. “That’s important because it’s the
processes responsible for clean water.”
She said they chose to start in Idaho and
Wyoming because they had smaller, clear
water rivers that the scientists were familiar
with from past studies.
“Nobody has studied rivers in this way,”
Baker said. “It’s not exploratory in the sense
that we don’t think we’ll be able to accomplish our objectives, but it definitely took a
long time to convince people that we could do
it.”
The team’s research addresses growing
concerns about water quality and the availability of chemicals such as nitrogen, which
has doubled over recent years. Baker said this
is an aspect of global change that should be
brought to people’s attention.
This summer, the team will move to the
Green and Colorado Rivers in eastern Utah
to study much larger rivers with higher sediment loads, Baker said.
“This is the first time I’ve really worked
on nutrient chemistry,” said graduate student
Matt Schroer. “It was a steep learning curve,

but it was something you learned really quickly and it was a lot of fun doing it.”
Schroer, who is working on a Master
of Science in ecology, said he had his first
research opportunity as a senior at USU. On
this project, he said there was no shortage of
work to be done.
“I’ve had NSF funding since 2002 continually, but the funding rate for proposals
at that agency are less than eight percent,”
Baker said. “It’s important for the university
to have that type of funding because it provides opportunities for graduate students and
undergraduate students to get training.”
Fisheries and aquatic sciences student
Jason Reed, a USU junior, took part in developing the new methods of river testing this
past summer. He said as they move to bigger
rivers the need for safety while collecting data
will increase.
“It’s a pretty good size collaborative effort,
and it’s a multi-year project, so we’ll be doing
it next year and the year after that,” Reed
said. “We’re basically trying to figure out how
nutrients get used up and get transported
in really big rivers, using some pretty novel
approaches.”
USU employee Ian Washbourne, a research
chemist, aided the team with the equipment
the scientists were using for data collection.
Washbourne said the gear was worth upwards
of $40,000 and is not even on the market yet.
“These machines are prototypes and we’re
basically testing them out and working out all
the kinks,” Washbourne said.
Reed said the typical day for the team
consisted of standing in the Snake, Salmon or
Henry’s Fork River for eight or more hours a
day pulling water samples and running them
through the testing equipment.
The team came to be referred to as a “band
of river gypsies,” Reed said, because they
would set up camp for five days in a given
area and then move on to another site. He
said their “tent city” drew some weird looks

MATT SCHROER, JASON REED, Michelle Baker and Ian Washourn (left to right) conducted
research that focuses on water quality and nutrition in western states’ rivers. They plan on expanding
their research to benefit other states in the future. BRECK BYINGTON photo

from passersby who would notice the hum of
their generators and see their testing equipment.
Reed said the team’s research should pave
the way for river water management personnel to be able to go out, take a sample and be
able to tell in very fine detail what is in the
water.
“Our research is on these bigger rivers and
a lot of this stuff hasn’t been done on those
yet,” Reed said. “It’s been done on really small
streams. These big rivers are really the lifeblood.”
Washbourne said a worst-case scenario, if
nutrient levels in rivers are not properly man-

aged or tested, would be a crash of the entire
indigenous ecosystem of any specific river. He
said this is why there’s an emphasis placed on
the team’s work.
Water is probably the most important
resource and it’s very limited, especially in
the Intermountain West, Reed said.
“A lot of this is to do with management for
the future of waterways,” Washbourne said.
“For example, water is one of the main reasons why people kill each other, or it has been
in the past.”
– dan.whitney.smith@aggiemail.usu.edu

Herzberg: Professors ask students to evaluate potential department heads after observing them in class
-continued from page 1
search process, call references, escort the candidate
and be available to talk to the candidate.”
All of the candidates are current political
science educators. One is a professor at Baylor
University, another is an associate professor at the
University of Georgia and the last is the senior
associate dean at Florida International University.
“These are three great scholars and great teachers,” Huenemann said. “We want scholars and
teachers so we want to make sure they are good in
the classroom, meaning they are able to connect
with the students and communicate.”
Lyons also emphasized the importance of students’ reactions to the presentations.
Lyons said, “We ask the students opinions. That
is why we do classroom presentations; we gauge
student’s reaction because their impression is
important to us.”
Klydi Brower Heywood, a freshman dual major-

ing in political science and speech communication,
was able to hear two of the candidates give their
presentations.
“I liked one candidate over the other because
one seemed really tense and professional, and
the other was really confident and comfortable,”
Heywood said. “I think being confident and comfortable is needed to be the department head.”
Caleb Welch, a sophomore majoring in political
science, also had the chance to hear two of the candidates speak.
“I thought one of the candidates was really good
at speaking,” Welch said. “Every now and again
there was an awkward pause, but that could have
been nerves. I thought the other candidate was
unappealing.”
Along with listening to the opinions of the
students, the voices of the whole political science
department are heard.

“As a search committee we try to gather information from everyone the candidates talk to:
students, faculty, deans and provosts,” Huenemann
said.
Lyons explained that after all the candidates
have visited campus and presented, the committee
gives their recommendations and the dean and the
provost ultimately decide to whom they will offer
the position.
The political science department expects to
receive the decision from the dean and provost
within a month.
Lyons said in deciding who to hire, they focus
on if the candidate is interested in teaching and
research, as well as what their specialization is, in
order to have a well-balanced faculty with different
areas of expertise. The department wants to cover
every sub-field of political science and does not
want to duplicate what an existing faculty member
does well.
He said they are hiring outside of the department because the administration believes it will
strengthen the department to bring outside experience from other institutions. However, he did say it
can be potentially difficult to hire an outsider.
“Sometimes it is hard to judge what a person
will be like in an administrative position based
on written documents and a two-day interview,”
Lyons said.
Huenemann said the reason the depart-

ment looks outside to hire can vary. Their specific department wants to hire a full professor as
department head because they have a research
background.
“Being a department head takes a lot of time
and energy and if you are at associate level it will
delay promotion to full,” Huenemann. “Bobbi
Herzberg has been a great department head and
at the same time she is an associate professor and
wants to focus on research to get to full.”
Lyons said the department is not forced to
choose from these three candidates. He said if none
of the candidates meet expectations then they will
most likely appoint a one-year department head
and find someone for the next year. Lyons also said
he is confident that they will assess the candidates
properly and come up with a good department
head from these three well-qualified candidates.
“Although hiring someone is never foolproof, I
have a high level of confidence,” Lyons said.
Huenemann said: “Everyone I have talked to is
very pleased about how this search has gone. All
the candidates are leaving impressed by what USU
does and we are impressed by them. They are great
scholars and teachers and we know the future of
the political science department will be in good
hands.”

– kayla.barclay@aggiemail.usu.edu

Street Speak

What is your favorite class this
semester and why?
“I really enjoy my
introduction to elementary education
class. I love learning
about becoming a
teacher.

– Kristy Scott,
freshman elementary education

S.E. Needham
Q L ^ L S L Y Z  Z P U J L   

“Living with
wildlife, because
I never thought i
would be getting a
hunting license.”
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– Patrick Barrus,
senior environmental studies

“Psychology 1010,
because it is an
interesting class
and the professor
is awesome and
makes it fun to
learn.”
– Ashley
Leonhardt,
sophomore social
work

“History of
Nationalism,
because of Dr.
Clybor’s amazing sweaters.”

– Michael Luke
Marten,
senior history
and political
science

Information gathered by Ani Mirzakhanyan
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Brothers keeping it all in the family
By TAVIN STUCKI
staff writer

It takes a certain combination of skill, athleticism and
competitive drive to be a collegiate athlete. It takes the right
coaching, philosophy and goals
for an athlete to truly thrive and
excel at such a high level.
In a sport where competitors outperform each other by
bending a 15-foot fiberglass
tube and hurling themselves
over a 17-foot standard, it takes
balance and gymnastic prowess.
After sprinting at top speeds
to obtain the force necessary
to bend to pole dangerously
close to the breaking point, the
slightest shift in balance will
either throw athletes skyward
and onto a cushy pad, or out of
safety and into the hard, unforgiving runway. It takes a certain
level of fearlessness and insanity
to attempt this once, let alone
do it over and over again, or do
it well. This is pole vaulting.
This is the track event
Joel Johnson has been coaching since 2004 at Utah State
University. Before his coaching
career began, he was an athlete
at USU doing the same drills
he now puts his own vaulters
through.
“Joel went through it,” said
USU head track coach Gregg
Gensel. “He knew what needed
to be done to be great.”
The value of a coach can be
measured by how well his athletes perform in competition,
but there is far more to being
great than being able to jump
over a bar. As the commercials
say, most collegiate student athletes will “go pro” in something
other than sports. Over the
years he has spent coaching at
USU, Joel has touched the lives
of many, including former Aggie
vaulter Kirsten Flesher.
“He’s helped me grow up in
so many ways besides track,”

Flesher said. “I think he’s an
The help and competitive
awesome coach to begin with
fuel the Johnson brothers give
pole vaulting, but I learn a lot of each other might have ended
life skills just being around Joel. after high school. After graduatHe’s still helping me.”
ing from Box Elder High School
Joel comes from a family of
in Brigham City, Utah, John
several siblings, who according
wanted to become a collegiate
to Gensel are all competitive
wrestler. After opportunities
with each other. Aggie junior
with schools he felt good about
vaulter John Johnson is one of
fell through, John had a talk
those competitive brothers.
with his brother that “most defi“I’ve known the Johnson
nitely” influenced his decision
family obviously for a long
to attend Utah State.
time,” Gensel said. “Joel’s the
“(Joel) told me that he felt
oldest brother and John’s one of like I could be a pretty good
the youngest … they’re competivaulter in college,” John said.
tive in everything that they do.”
“Probably if I could have chosen
So who is the better pole
anywhere besides a ridiculously
vaulter?
good track school, it would have
“I think I was actually,” John been here just because he’s a
said, remembering his high
coach and I’m comfortable with
school mark. “But (Joel) jumped him.”
much higher than I am right
“Well I mean obviously you
now in college; I’ve only jumped want to coach the best athletes
16-foot-3. Hopefully I’ll beat
that you can coach,” Joel said.
him this year though.”
“It’s kinda cool that he decided
“He’s still got a little ways to
to come to Utah State … He’s
go to beat me in college,” Joel
just a really good athlete. I’m
said of his little brother. “My
happy to coach any really good
collegiate mark was 5-meters-15, athletes. So yeah, it’s really fun
which is 16-feet-10-and-3/4, and to have him on the team.”
I don’t consider myself a poleBut is it weird to coach a
vaulter, I was a decathlete, so I
brother?
can always razz him about that.”
“It does give me some unique
Competitive spirit is the
ammunition to tease him a little
thing the Johnson brothers
bit more,” Joel said. “Because
bring to the track program
I know a lot about his history
at USU, which Gensel said he
and family life and how things
really likes.
have gone. If I really want to get
“They bring out the best in
him motivated I can bring up
each other,” Gensel said. “They
stories from the past and really
don’t ever say ‘I can’t do this.’
get under his skin and help him
They’re always like, ‘What can
to understand what he needs to
I do more to make me better at
do. It’s all in good fun.”
this?’”
“Really he’s been my coach
John said he always had help the whole time,” John said. “I
in sports. In high school he won guess if we weren’t as close it
three state championships; two
might be a little awkward, but
in the pole vault and one in
the way that Joel coaches, he
wrestling.
kinda treats everybody like a
“I have five older brothers
sibling. I do think in some ways
and they’ve always helped me in he might be a little harder on
all sorts of stuff from the time I
me, but I kinda like that, so it’s
was little,” John said. “I did lots
not a big deal. It’s mostly me
of sports so different ones
askwould help me with wres- - See BROTHERS, page 5 ing
tling and track and football.”
him

SENIOR GUARD BRIAN GREEN, seen here driving for a lay-up eariler in the season against
New Mexico State, earned the WAC men’s basketball Player of the Week award and will be looking to come up strong off the bench Wednesday, as the Aggies take on the Nevada Wolf Pack.
Gametime is slated for 9 p.m. in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum. STERLING BOIN photo

JUNIOR VAULTER JOHN JOHNSON is USU’s top male pole vaulter and one of the best in the
WAC. Johnson’s older brother Joel, who was a pole vaulter for USU, is now John’s coach. Johnson is
hopeful for nationals this year. JON LARSEN photo

Ags gear up for nationally
televised game against Pack
By TYLER HUSKINSON
assistant sports editor

The Utah State Aggies will
put their winning streak on
the line once again tonight as
they face the surging Nevada
Wolf Pack (8-13, 5-3). The
Aggies (20-2, 9-0 WAC) defeated the Wolf Pack at the Lawlor
Events Center in Reno on Jan.
8, 81-67. Nevada pushed Utah
State to its limit, as the Wolf
Pack led by double-digits
at the end of halftime. The
Aggies and Wolf Pack have
always had memorable games,
and this time they expect no
different.
“We have watched that
game as kind of a reminder as
to how good they are,” Morrill
said of the Aggies’ first game
with the Pack. “We have a
great amount of respect for
their talent, coaching and
their program. We are going
to need to continue to hold
them in the same respect.
They are long, they are shooting the ball well and they have
gotten much better with the
young players on that
team. We need to know
what we are in for
tomorrow, they
have had a full
week to prepare and
I am
pos-

itive they will throw some
things at us that they have had
a chance to work on all week.”
The Wolf Pack, who had a
rough preseason and started
WAC play 1-3, are now riding a
four-game winning streak. The
recent success for the Pack is
in large part attributed to the
improved play of true freshman shooting guard Deonte
Burton. Burton is averaging
13 points per game to go with
three assists.
“If you look at Burton’s
stats, he could be a strong
candidate for conference player
of the year,” Morrill said. “He
is playing very well right now.
We got him early last time
before he had really begun
to shine, but he presents
a lot of problems for
us.”
The Aggies
won’t be able
to just
key on

Burton, however. Dario Hunt,
Olek Czyz and Malik Story
are all averaging just over
13 points per game. For the
Aggies, senior Tai Wesley is
averaging just over 14 points
per game, while senior Brian
Green and junior Brockeith
Pane are averaging nearly
11 points per game.
“Dario Hunt was

- See PACK,
page 6

USU vs. Nevada & USU vs. Boise State, Wed. & Sat
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WAC basketball power poll Crank up the volume
The battle for second
place in the Western Athletic
Conference is heating up, and
first place was ever-more solidified by Utah State. The picture
is a little bit foggy this week,
but certain teams are on a roll
while others are falling to the
middle of the pack.
1. No. 21 Utah State (20-2,
9-0) – The Aggies continue to
win, and are inarguably still
the team to beat in the WAC.
On the road Thursday they
defeated
a San Jose
State team
who was
without
senior guard Justin Graham,
84-65. USU’s Brian Green, who
was named the WAC player of
the week, scored a career-high
25 points in that game and
followed with another heroic
performance against Hawaii.
Green, who scored a team-high
22 points, hit two big shots to
force both overtime and second
overtime. The Aggies prevailed
89-84 and notched a No. 21
ranking in the ESPN/USA
Today poll and a No. 22 rank
in the AP poll. Up next for the
Aggies are Nevada tonight at
home and Boise State Saturday
at home.
2. Nevada (8-13, 5-3) – Despite
a dismal preseason and a 1-3
start to the WAC season, the
Wolf Pack are surging with
four
straight
victories.
True freshman
shooting
guard Deonte Burton, who
only scored nine points against
the Aggies in Reno, is now
averaging nearly 14 points
per game. Dario Hunt, Olek
Czyz and Malik Story are all
averaging nearly 14 points as
well. The Wolf Pack square off
against USU tonight in what
might be the biggest game of
the year.

3. New Mexico State (12-11,
6-3) – The other Aggies defeated Boise State (96-87) and
Idaho (7365) over the
weekend,
but their
road record
leaves much
to be desired. Their only road
win came at the hands of Idaho
to start WAC play. The Aggies
will get a chance to prove they
can win on the road Thursday
when they visit the slumping
Fresno State Bulldogs.
4. Hawaii (12-9, 3-6) – After a
dismal 0-5 start to WAC play,
the return
of “Dollar”
Bill Amis
has refueled the
Warriors and they had won
three straight before losing to
a heartbreaker to Utah State in
double overtime. The Warriors
only have one road victory, but
they have a chance to prove
they can win away from the
islands as they take on Boise
State and Idaho this weekend.
5. Boise State (12-9, 5-4)
– After an impressive 4-0 start
to the season,
the Broncos
seemed to be
legitimate regular-season
WAC title contender. Now the
Broncos have lost four of their
last five games, including two
straight losses on the dreaded
road trip to New Mexico State
and Louisiana Tech over the
weekend. The Broncos host the
Hawaii Warriors before traveling to the Dee Glen Smith
Spectrum to face the Aggies on
Saturday night.
6. Idaho (12-9, 5-4) – The five
and six spot could be easily
flopped, but the Vandals are
on a three-game losing skid
after starting WAC play 5-1.
The Vandals, like the Broncos,
fell victim to the difficult road

trip against
Louisiana Tech
and New Mexico
State over the
weekend. Idaho
has a three-game
homestand coming up, as they
host San Jose State, Hawaii and
Utah State.
7. San Jose State (10-10, 2-7) –
With the as talented of a backcourt as the Spartans have, one
would think
they would be
able to put a
higher number than they
have in the win column. The
Spartans stopped a three-game
losing streak with a victory
at home against Fresno State
Saturday, 78-66. The Spartans
have a tough road trip on tap,
as they face Idaho and Nevada
this weekend.
8. Fresno State (8-12, 3-6)
– After starting WAC play
with three wins, the Bulldogs
have dropped
six consecutive
WAC games.
The Bulldogs
did beat up
Seattle University in the middle
of their slump, but that didn’t
seem to do much to stop the
bleeding. The Bulldogs host
New Mexico State, Louisiana
Tech and non-conference foe
Cal-State Bakersfield in the
coming weeks.
9.) Louisiana Tech (11-12, 2-7)
– The Bulldogs stopped their
brutal seven-game losing streak
over the weekend
with home wins
over Idaho (7156) and Boise
State (70-60). The
Bulldogs will get
the opportunity to see if they
can win a WAC game on the
road this weekend, as they visit
Fresno State and New Mexico
State.
– ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu

Pack: Aggies put streak on the line at home
-continued from page 5

another player who we didn’t have to contend
with much the first time we faced them due to
foul trouble,” Morrill said. “Nevada has a bunch
of good solid players. This is going to be a challenging game for us tomorrow night.”
The Aggies definitely need to be at their best
against the Wolf Pack, but they have showed
signs of improvement since the beginning of
WAC play when Morrill threw somewhat of a
tantrum.

summer

Q u i c k ,
name every
single team
who has won
a regular-season Western
A t h l e t i c
Conference
championship
over the past
seven years.
If your list was short,
then you probably got all
of the answers correctly.
Utah State and Nevada
are the only ones. In other
words, Wednesday’s game
between the two teams is
a battle of perennial WAC
juggernauts, even if Nevada
doesn’t look like the team
they once were.
The truth about Nevada
is that they indeed are not
the same team that they
were a few years ago when
they were climbing up
as high as No. 9 in the
national rankings and winning NCAA Tournament
games. They’re even the
same team that they were
two years ago when they
thoroughly crushed the last
Utah State team to crack
the top 25 on their home
court in Reno.
At 8-13 on the season,
Nevada looks like a program in shambles in comparison to where they
were, but don’t be fooled.
Anybody who looked at
Nevada’s roster before the
season, with the recruiting
class they had and the bigtime transfers coming their
way, knew this would be
a team to struggle early
and who would likely put
things together to become
a threat as the season went
on.
Guess what happened?
The Wolf Pack struggled
early, but has indeed put
things together as the season has gone on. Lone-

returning
starter Dario
has
The View Hunt
emerged as
from a legitimate
Section F s c o r i n g
threat to go
along with
the stellar
rebounding
and defense
he always provided as a
freshman and sophomore,
and true freshman Deonte
Burton has finally found
his way as consistent scoring threat out of the backcourt.
Throw in a pair of transfer players from some legendary programs in Malik
Story and Olek Czyz, and
Nevada suddenly has itself
a fearsome foursome of
scoring options from inside
and out.
All four of the aforementioned players are averaging between 13.4 and 13.7
points per game this season,
with only one of the foursome averaging more than
30 minutes per game on
the year. Story and Czyz are
both shooting better than
41 percent from behind the
3-point line, making them
legitimate threats to keep
the Aggies’ wings on their
toes.
Topping everything off
is the fact that Nevada currently has the second-longest winning streak of any
WAC team, having won
their last four games. They
have the third-best record
in conference play with
their 5-3 mark, and have a
head-to-head blowout win
over second place New
Mexico, who sits at 6-3 in
WAC play.
In other words, this is
an improved team from
the Nevada team that Utah
State beat by 14 in Reno a
month ago. Don’t forget,

Matt Sonnenberg

though, that Nevada did
not make things easy on
USU last time around. The
Wolf Pack had as much
as a 10 point lead in the
second half of that game
before the Aggies finally
got their acts together and
took back control of the
game.
The main point is that
even though this doesn’t
look like a threat of a match
up on paper with Nevada’s
record and USU already
claiming a double-digit victory over Nevada this season, the Wolf Pack are still
that team that has been
steadily improving, and has
already proven capable of
giving USU trouble.
Factor that in with the
fact that the Aggies have
got to still be recovering
from that Hawaii trip and
the double-overtime game
that took about 10 years off
everybody’s lives, this could
turn interesting. This could
turn into the type of game
where Utah State needs an
x-factor. An x-factor like the
Spectrum maybe?
Don’t let 8-13 fool you.
This Nevada team is the
type that the Spectrum
needs to get up for in prime
form. Oh, and ESPN will be
there too. So we’d best be
boosting that national profile of our crowd a little bit
more while we’re at it, and
really crank up the volume
Wednesday.

Matt Sonnenberg is a
senior majoring in print
journalism. Matt is an avid
fan of Aggie athletics and
can be found on the front
row of every home football and basketball game.
He can also be reached
at matt.sonn@aggiemail.
usu.edu.

Aggies draw St. Mary’s Gaels once again
for ninth annual ESPNU BracketBuster
By TYLER HUSKINSON
assistant sports editor

For the second time in the
last three years, the Utah
State will be facing the St.
Mary’s Gaels as part of the
annual ESPNU Bracketbusters.
The game is one of 11 that will
be televised on the ESPN family of networks. The Aggies will
square off against the Gaels on
Saturday, Feb. 19 at 7 p.m.
-ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu 13 “BracketBuster has been

“Sometimes it is something that you can’t
control and there have been times that I have
regretted it,” Morrill said. “Those two teams
would have beaten us on the road if we played
with the same effort we did at home against
them. To go out this last weekend and get those
two wins shows that we have improved since the
opening weekend of WAC play.”

COMMON
HOUR?

ob fair 2011
Take a stand

This gives students an excellent chance to explore job
with our
opportunities andOnline
meet employers
from camps, resorts,
Poll.
parks and on-campus.
www.usustatesman.com

a very positive event for
us,” Aggie head coach Stew
Morrill. “The television exposure along with quality opponents has given us a home and
home scheduling situation
that we would struggle to get
otherwise.
The Aggies are currently
4-1 in Bracketbuster game and
own a 4-3 advantage over St.
Mary’s, but the Gaels have
defeated the Aggies in their
two most recent meetings.
The Gaels won at home on

Feb. 21, 2009, 75-64, and they
defeated the Aggies, 68-63 in
the Spectrum on Dec. 5, 2009.
“Saint Mary’s at Saint
Mary’s in BracketBuster is
a tough assignment,” added
Morrill. “I thought we already
did this? We know first-hand
how good they are. Hopefully,
we can play a little better than
last time we were there. Saint
Mary’s is a talented and wellcoached program.”
– ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Spokeo and friends means privacy endangered
By NOELLE JOHANSEN
staff writer

The online wildfire of Egyptian protest
coverage in recent weeks has proven that the
Internet is a powerful tool. The use of such
power, like tools in any social medium, is up
to the discretion of the user. In a day and age
ripe with Facebook scandal and identity theft,
personal information appears to be becoming
more public than private.
In 2005, Harrison Tang was a student at
Stanford. Tang could not keep up with his
classmate’s online activities, since they were
all over MySpace, YouTube, and various blogging sites. As a result, Tang and some colleagues gathered in his parents’ basement and
in the fall of 2006, they created the beginning
of what is known today as Spokeo.com.
The initial plan was to create a “social-network aggregator to collect the information,”
said Katie Johnson, media relations personnel for Spokeo, Inc. “They quickly discovered
users’ real need was people search, and they
expanded the site’s offering to meet this growing and widespread demand.”
Spokeo’s
homepage
boasts, “Not
your grandma’s
phonebook.”
Spokeo varies
from Google
in that it is
specifically a
people-search
engine, and
draws information from both
online and
offline sources.
According to the site. Spokeo’s technology
“has expanded beyond social-network search
to include phone books, marketing surveys,
business databases, e-commerce stores, and
other public databases.” Other resources
include government censuses, real estate listings, and mailing lists.
Some readers might recall last month’s
murmur of concern spread around Facebook
about such in-depth personal information

available on Spokeo. However, Spokeo’s concept is not original, nor is it the first or only
people-search engine online.
In fact, Spokeo is the seventh result on
a google search for “people search,” behind
Yahoo! People Search, whitepages.com and
four others. Many people search engines are
completely free, while others, like Spokeo,
require paid memberships for full information access.
Though it could be alarming to think
addresses and salary estimations are freely
posted on the web, all of the information provided by Spokeo is already public. Rather than
personally hunting down individual pieces of
information on people, Spokeo does the work
and compiles it into one spot.
“It’s important to understand … that offering a more efficient mechanism by which to
pull together information is not the same as
providing greater access to personal information,” Johnson said. Spokeo remains “highly
sensitive to any concerns some may harbor
concerning their privacy.”
Spokeo offers an option to remove one’s
own listing for those who are unsettled by
the publicity of their personal information.
Johnson noted that only a “small, single digit
percentage” of Spokeo users opt to remove
their listings, though millions of people visit
each month.
While reacting and removing one’s Spokeo
listing is an option, another is to executively
decide and control what personal information
is made public in the first place. The rise of
social networking metropolises like Facebook
and Twitter have given way to an influx of
information shared on the public forum of the
Internet.
“When you have control over what you
share, you want to share more. When you
share more, the world becomes more open
and connected,” Facebook founder Mark

CARSON YOUNG HELPS Brad Neumann file his tax forms in the basement of the business building. Beta Alpha Psi sponsored training sessions for volunteers so they could learn how to file tax forms
free of charge to students. BENJAMIN C. WOOD photo

INTERNET PRIVACY RULES are changing on sites like Facebook and Spokeo. Most sites will post
any information they have unless told otherwise by the user. STERLING BOIN photo illustration

Zuckerberg wrote in a blog post in May 2010.
The post discussed new, more manageable
privacy controls. Zuckerberg’s information
does not appear to be listed on Spokeo.
Facebook offers a variety of customizable
privacy settings. There are several preset
privacy options as well. Users can choose for
their content to be viewed by friends only,
friends of friends, anyone or a mix of the
three.
Facebook did not respond to a request for
an interview. The contact link on Facebook
leads to the Help Center, a page with dozens
of links of various categories and subcategories for glitches, features and applications.
The privacy link details information on
privacy policies and how to set various privacy
settings. Names, profile pictures, gender and
networks of Facebook users are always available for public searches and are therefore in

the databases of people search engines like
Spokeo. Additional information is only available for public search if the user specifies
that it can be searched. Some details, such
as friend lists and interests, show by default
unless manually hidden.
According to the privacy help page, “allowing your friends to find you both on and off
of Facebook may make your experience more
meaningful.”
Internet safety can be controlled by a individual website or from the internet provider.
On-campus Internet connection is provided
by BlueZone and BlueZone secure. Bluezone
secure encrypts any sent or accessed data,
said IT service desk employee Elise Griffin, a
junior in family consumer and human devel-

- See INTERNET, page 8

For those wishing for death
over taxes USU aims to help
By APRIL ASHLAND
staff writer

The only two certainties in life are death
and taxes, and USU is aiming to help with the
latter. The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program is an annual program put
on at sites all across the nation to help lowincome families and individuals, such as students, file their taxes.
The honor society Beta Alpha Psi is the
organization that supports and promotes the
program on campus. Clinton Allen, a graduate student in accounting, said the training is
intensive but it gives students valuable experience with filing taxes of all kinds.
“We teach students how to prepare taxes,
the obstacles they might face, the software we
use and the rules,” Allen said.
Allen has been president of Beta Alpha Psi
since June, and said the program at Utah State
is well known throughout the country.
“We have had 33 years of reaching superior
excellence, which is the longest running streak
in the country,” he said.
Superior excellence, Allen said, means the
club has reached certain expectations every
year. The group participates in service, such as
the Adopt A Highway program,and the VITA
program, and they have events such as meeting accounting firms.
“The focus of Beta Alpha Psi is to help
students make the transition from student to
professional,” Allen said. “It gives students the
extra opportunity to make connections, and to
learn more about what they’re doing.”
Membership in Beta Alpha Psi is much like
other honor societies – admittance is based
on GPA, a learning period and an applicable
major.
Beta Alpha Psi sponsors the VITA program,
and Carson Young, senior in accounting and
VITA committee member, said the opportunity is invaluable and a win-win situation.
“It’s a chance to gain real world experience,” he said. “We get to serve other students,
and it’s free for them.”
Young said he went through the first half of
training in 2010, but this will be his first year

as an active volunteer in the program. He said
the goal of the VITA program is to get everyone involved.
“We want to get the science people
involved, the arts people involved, because
tax preparation is something you have to do
at least once a year for the rest of your life,”
Young said.
The program is on campus to serve all students as well as community members, Allen
said. The program is in place to assist students
and community members with basic returns,
as well as international students.
“Each student who comes here from another country has a financial obligation to pay
taxes,” Allen said. “But each country has different provisions with the U.S. So that’s how
we help.”
Beta Alpha Psi adviser Bonnie Villarreal
said this year the program is waiting to do
international student’s taxes in order to allow
volunteers time to accustom themselves to
software and taxes.
“We will start helping non-resident students on the 26th of February,” she said.
“We’re doing this so we can give them accurate
service.”
The VITA program has approximately 75
volunteers this year, Villarreal said.
“Each of the volunteers is somewhere
between just getting their feet wet to advanced
in tax preparation,” she said.
Beta Alpha Psi sponsored two training
sessions, where an IRS representative taught
the volunteers about tax law, and volunteers
learned to use the software to file returns.
Steve Jones, IRS community representative,
said he mostly teaches students the basics of
tax law, and the time it takes to teach the students varies.
“Most students from USU are in Beta Alpha
Psi and already have some experience,” Jones
said.
Bill Brunson, a media contact at the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), said the VITA
program was established in the late ‘60s, when
Congress told the IRS to provide assistance to

- See TAXES, page 8
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The anonymous faces
I see around campus
It’s 9:25
M o n d a y
Just a few
morning. I’m
laughs
walking along
the Quad on
my way to
accounting
class, and I’m SteveSchwartzman
laughing. Out
loud, in fact,
to the point where it’s becoming irrational.
Normally this part of my day puts me in
a bit of a droning stage – a mix of morning
fatigue and hideously bad breath mainly formulated from my normal triumphant breakfast of Jack Links beef jerky and a three-dayold bottle of Mountain Dew – but this morning I can’t seem to hold any composure.
Why such a change of heart at such an
unholy hour? My inner reasoning says there
are two reasons.
First, I just remembered I added “Gettin’
Jiggy Wit It” on my Zune for no apparent
reason, signified by “Ah yes, yes y’all. Ya
don’t stop, in the winter or the SUMMA
TIME!” blaring into my ears.
On the other elbow, I feel as though my
solitary gut-busting stems more from my
own personal view of fellow campus mates
in their pursuits to classes, jobs and various
Digimon tournaments. The stories I’m forming from everything around me are purely
riveting.
I’m amazed at the consistency of it all.
Pick any given day and you can bet your
bottom checking account transaction you’ll
see the same types of bystanders en route
to somewhere. You faithful footers – the old
reliables of the information age – you bring
to life the spirit and camaraderie that is a college campus. We, in myriad ways, owe you
our personal respect for the special elements
you build for our institution. A moment, if I
may, to honor just a few of them.
To the panic-stricken student who is always
running, and always tardy, to an exam, thank
you. You give us the ever-needed confidence
that any person can make up for mistakes,
whether they be felony charges, or simply
sleeping in after a long night of watching an
entire season of “Chuck.”
You show us that no matter the distance
that need be run or the size of the backpack
– which in your case is of the “unfathomably
huge” genre – there is always a way to make
it through life, one thunder-thigh-pumping
stride at a time.
Thank you, sophomore in ag science
who still attempts to ride his bike to class in
January. A perservering soldier you are. In a
world of snow falling by the foot and slowmoving trains of pedestrians shuffling – not
walking, mind you – in their boots with the
hideous-looking fur, you rise above conformity and put the foot – or, for your sake, the
pedal - down. No clogged walkway can be
your demise, no Aggie Shuttle route your
tragic fate. For you know two things: how
to perform rectal palpatations on livestock,
and the screaming truth that only champions

have saddle sores in the winter.
A shout out to you, dude who is always
yelling a reference from “Hot Rod” to a
roommate leaving the library on the far end
of the sidewalk. Though we can’t confirm if
it’s the movie line or you wearing chucks,
no socks and man-pri’s in sub-zero weather,
know inside we are all laughing along with
you.
Thank you, always-clogs-up-pathways-bychatting-with-someone-at-the-Quad-by-theEccles-Conference-Center guy. Actually, on
second thought, we don’t thank you. You’re
a nuisance. Start hoofin’ it, bro, or there’s a
wedgie coming your way.
Thank you, random girl who gives me a
quick wave every time I walk by the ESLC.
I still have no idea how you know who I
am, but your Delta High Cross Country
hoodie tells me you’re a nice person, and I
appreciate your warmth. If I wasn’t so positive you were listening to Gnarls Barkley on
your iPod, I might actually find the common
decency to talk to you someday, so chin up.
And finally, to the man who resembles
every 1980s, coming-of-age, college movie
professor in the history of cinema, we give
you our solemn gratitude. Whether you teach
philosophy or
some form of
western civili“i’m amazed at
zations history,
the consistency
you maintain
of it all. Pick any
the surging
talent of lookgiven day and
ing too intelyou can bet your
ligent for any
bottom checking
human’s good
account transacwhile keeping
wool sweater
tion you’ll see
vests in style.
the same types
Your beard,
of bystanders en
shaggy while
still perfectly
route to somegroomed, is
where.”
your badge
of superiority
– the captain
cloth-piece of a winning team, along with
your mahogany loafers and tan corduroy
sport jacket. You bring to life the Mr. Feeney’s
and the teacher guy from Buffy the Vampire
Slayer’s in us all.
Though you always look peeved by the
“young rock stars with their flyin’ machines”
surrounding you, we look to you for hope,
for guidance, and in most cases for extra
credit. I may never live to be much like you,
or possibly ever learn what the heck “western civilizations” means, but I thank you for
keeping the comforting world of the cliche
alive.
And for all the others who make my walk
through campus a joy, my humble thanks.
Now I’m off to watch “Wild Wild West.” This
Will Smith kick is gonna have me going all
week.
– steve.schwartzman@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Internet: Information is available
-continued from page 7
opment.
“Our websites are very secure,” Griffin
said.
Students’ A-numbers are public, but passwords, grades, addresses and e-mail addresses
are all private. A security team watches
BlueZone for fishy things like viruses and fileshare programs, which are against university
policy.
The university also offers McAfee antivirus software free to students and, if a computer is in distress, full-time technicians are
available to rid computers of viruses.
“With the Internet, really anything is available for anyone to view,” Griffin said. “While
Facebook is great for social networking, it is
important to remember that other people can

see it. It’s important to be wise about what
you put on there.”
Not only peers, but professors and current
or future employers have access to Facebook
postings. Griffin advised students not to post
anything incriminating or immature, especially when looking for a job.
In a 2008 Wall Street Journal article, “New
Sites Make it Easier to Spy on Your Friends,”
by Vauhini Vara, Vara said of Spokeo and
other people-search sites: “People are uncovering surprising details about colleagues, lovers
and strangers that often don’t turn up in a
simple Internet search.”
That was three years ago.

– noelle.johansen@aggiemail.usu.edu

Taxes: Students have free tax help
-continued from page 7
the community because of the complexity of
the tax code. Brunson said this is when VITA
and Tax Consulting for the Elderly (TCE, a
division of AARP) were created.
“Basically both are to fill a need of moderate- to low-income people, who can’t afford to
pay for tax assistance,” he said.
Larry Walthers, accounting department
head, said Beta Alpha Psi is one of three programs the school offers. The other two are
the Financial Planning Association and the
Institute of Management Accountants.
Walthers said the accounting program is
more important in the region than the public
realizes.
“We have national importance within our
region,” he said. “Our average GMAT score for
incoming students in our graduate program
is 623. Our vision school, the University of
Florida, had an average GMAT score of 617.”
Walthers said the best thing about the
accounting program is the small size and student access to professors.
“Public school, private touch,” Walthers
said.
Walthers said he teaches students that

there are four steps to success in accounting:
A strong technical background, high ethical
values, relationships and networks and persistence.
“A lot of what we do in the accounting
groups is foster those relationships, and create
those networks,” he said.
The three different honor societies in the
accounting program each cater to a different
type of accounting, and therefore are specialized in the networks students create.
The VITA program is being offered in different areas around Logan. The Beta Alpha Psi
society is sponsoring the program on campus
in the Business building, rooms 118 and 120,
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Tuesdays
from 5-9 p.m.
In Logan, the Division of Workforce
Services, Bridgerland Literacy and the Bear
River Association of Governments all have
hours to assist community members with their
taxes through the VITA program. To schedule
an appointment with a community organization, call 211.

– april.ashland@aggiemail.usu.edu

Why students should file their taxes
•

Get a refund - last year vita filed 500 returns and processed $624,000
• Its easy and quick - file for free online or with vita every
saturday and tuesday
• Don’t get in trouble - if you owe money to the IRS and do
not file you will be penalized
• fafsa - your return is counted on the fafsa as personal
income
• direct deposit - you do not have to go to the bank to
get your money
• tax incentives - get more government money through the
stimulus by filing
– information gathered from bonnie villarreal

2-4-1-Bring-a-Friend
Andrea and Christy
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55 North Main Logan, Utah in the Emporium
www.shearshack.com
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Be careful what you do
and put online

Editor in Chief

here’s something kind of nice about the
way amazon.com and other websites can
magically suggest books, movies and games
you might enjoy based on items you’ve already
purchased. It’s also a little bit endearing how
Facebook and Gmail will dot your homepage
with ads tailored especially for you. Endearing
until you realize that your age, your sex, your
marital status, your religious beliefs and even your
political views are all out there in the nebulous
network of Internet information that is well out of
your control.
When Facebook first became popular, people
seemed all too eager to post whatever information they could about themselves for the world
to see. As the years have passed and the Internet
world has become scarier, more and more people seem to be switching to private profiles, deleting lesser-known friends, and removing some of
their more personal information.
The verdict: Good job, planet.
Identity theft and information hoarding are
scary stuff. Spam mail and telemarketers are
obnoxious, and advertisements that seem to
know what kind of food you like or what kind
of people you might be looking to date are just
weird. The really scary part though: It’s 100 percent our fault.
So, in the interest of not losing your job
because you posted something critical about
your boss, in the interest of not getting emails
from kings and princes of remote African countries who want to send you 100,000 Euros if you
give them your bank account number, and in the
interest of not having photos of you riding a bull
naked circulating around the Internet like the flu
in day care center, we would like to submit the
following suggestions:
Don’t post your e-mail, phone number or
home address on your Facebook page.
Don’t tweet about your weird habits and total
lack of work ethic the week before you apply for
a job.
Don’t fill out fishy online surveys that promise
to tell you your I.Q. and the name of your soulmate.
Don’t post questionable photos of yourself
doing questionable things in questionable circumstances (it may make you look questionable).
Do change your Facebook page to the private
setting to avoid creepers and information-collecting programs like Spokeo.
Do create complicated passwords that aren’t
easy to guess, and have a different password for
each account you create.
Do limit the content you put on any given page
– remember, once it’s out there, it’s out there,
and there’s no getting it back.
Do sign up for Netflix. It’s only like $10 a
month and you can watch as many movies as you
want online. This has nothing to do with Internet
security.
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The lost art of begging
for more money
We as students at USU
The ’Low
know that there is one supernal truth. There is not enough
Down
money to go around. This is
true across the board of academics. Prices continue to rise
for tuition, fees and books.
When I came to school in the
bygone, happy-go-lucky days
of 2009, soup and rolls in the
Skyroom cost just $2, a price that has more than doubled
since then. Even the price of USU hockey games has gone
up by nearly 50 percent. So, needless to say, proposals to
even further increase the price of an education are generally
met with negative reaction.
Recently it seems the art students at USU have made the
rounds in classrooms searching out signatures for a petition.
Signing this petition implies the support of an increase of
general student fees so that the students of the Caine School
of the Arts can have a little more money. I am a fan of the
arts, but I don’t understand the need to increase all student
fees to help just one school.
The arts are necessary for a functioning society. This can
be argued by any anthropology major here at USU. It seems
to me that they are doing a fine job with the resources they
currently have. High student fees are quite understandable.
A simple trip to the computer lab is all one needs to see
that this school requires a lot of money to operate, and the
facilities that we have at our disposal are substantial. Our

- See FEES, page 10
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Thomas Jefferson’s smart classroom
Dinner was over by the
time I finally made it to the
Faculty
University of Virginia camVoices
pus. It had been a long distracting day of driving, planes
and airports. The conference
organizer kindly secured me
a drink and we went outside
where a few other participants were milling around.
There was a little conversa- to be free citizens. Jefferson
tion, cigarettes were smoked did not make the misleading
and drinks consumed. We and largely artificial distincmostly soaked up the atmo- tion between those two goals
sphere. Fireflies danced that we tend to make today.
about, briefly illuminating the After he had gained legislamuggy, still Virginia night. A tive approval for a univerfew students lounged about sity, he mapped out the curon the center of “the lawn.” riculum and took a leading
They were surrounded on role in hiring faculty. Once
in operation though, the
three
sides
university was
by
Thomas
to be adminJ e f f e r s o n ’ s “Many of
istered by the
creation, the
faculty under
“ a c a d e m i - Jefferson’s
cal
village.” hopes were dis- the supervision
of an unpaid
Impressive as appointed. The
board, tellingly
it looks today,
first
students
named the “visI found myself
itors.”
wondering how were rowdier
The grounds,
startling it must and less interbuildings
and
have been to ested in eduarchitec ture
the first stuwere among
dents who in cation than he
Jef fer s on’s
1825 arrived expected.”
highest conby horse or
cerns. Jefferson
carriage. It was
disapproved
soon time to go
of
the
traditional
universiinside for the evening’s lecty,
typified
by
Oxford
and
ture. I was not disappointed.
The speaker was a promi- Cambridge, with its roots in
nent political commentator religious education. The reliand I knew I would be back gious origins and the monarfor a campus tour the day chical affiliations of those
schools affected not only
after next.
Along with his author- the curriculum but also the
ship of the Declaration of shape of the grounds and
Independence and the buildings. Jefferson found
Virginia Statute for Religious his alternative model in the
Freedom, Jefferson instruct- philosophical schools of
ed that his tombstone should classical antiquity where stualso record him as “Father of dents and teachers lived in
the University of Virginia.” close proximity but at a safe
For decades he had been distance from the hurly-burly
contemplating the design of of the marketplace and the
a university that would pre- political assembly.
Jefferson was also conpare students for careers and
cerned
with the architecture
that would also prepare them
of the campus. Jefferson

Peter McNamara

owned and had studied
closely Andrea Palladio’s
Four Books of Architecture,
a Renaissance compilation
of the principles of classical
architecture. His design for
the university owed much
to Palladio and something to
his contemporaries Benjamin
Henry Latrobe and William
Thornton. But Jefferson
mostly acted alone. In borrowing from the past, he
was not engaged in a mere
simulation (to use that postmodern term). His goal was
something quite new: a university that is compatible
with an enlightened republicanism. Most immediately,
Jefferson was appalled at the
state of American architecture. Its saving grace was
its flimsy construction and
hence, impermanence. It
would not last. The buildings
and grounds of Jefferson’s
university were to serve as
first-hand examples of buildings and gardens of beauty
and permanence. Beyond
this, Jefferson aimed to create an institution that was
friendly to “health, to study,
to manners, morals and
order.” His “academical village” would make possible
“that quiet retirement so
friendly to study.”
Many of Jefferson’s hopes
were disappointed. The first
students were rowdier and
less interested in education
than he expected. Education
and the progress of science
and politics were neither as
intimately connected nor as
inevitable as he imagined.
Some of his own ideas about
states’ rights and the biological basis of racial differences
contributed not a little to
the hoisting of the secessionist flag over his university. Nevertheless, no other

- See SMART, page 10
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About letters

• Letters should be limited to 400 words.
• All letters may be
shortened, edited or
rejected for reasons
of good taste, redundancy or volume of
similar letters.
• Letters must be
topic oriented. They
may not be directed
toward individuals.
Any letter directed to
a specific individual
may be edited or not
printed.
• No anonymous letters will be published.
Writers must sign all
letters and include a
phone number or email address as well
as a student identification number (none of
which is published).
Letters will not be
printed without this
verification.
• Letters representing
groups — or more
than one individual
— must have a singular representative
clearly stated, with all
necessary identification information.
• Writers must wait 21
days before submitting successive letters
— no exceptions.
• Letters can be hand
delivered or mailed
to The Statesman in
the TSC, Room 105,
or can be e-mailed to
statesman@aggiemail.
usu.edu, or click on
www.utahstatesman.
com for more letter
guidelines and a box
to submit letters.

Online poll
Are you in favor of a
“Common Hour” as currently being proposed?
•

No. Don’t see it
working at all.
• Yes. A great way to
expand and grow.
• Sort of. But not at
that critical time.
• Don’t know. Need
more information.
Visit us on the Web at
www.utahstatesman.
com
to cast your vote.
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New MTV show may show too much
‘skins’ for child pornography laws
On the third episode of
MTV’s new series “Skins,”
a high school student takes
erectile dysfunction pills
What others are
and, with the camera filmsaying about issues.
ing him from behind, runs
naked down the street. His it is loaded with teen sex,
tumescence serves as a run- masturbation and casual
ning joke throughout the drug use. The conservative
episode. The new show is Parents Television Council
a hit among middle school- calls it the “most dangerous
ers, and the actor in the program that has ever been
aforementioned scene is 17 foisted on your children.”
The show does cross a
years old.
boundary
when it comes
According to the New
York Times, MTV is taking to TV depictions of sex
steps to edit out some of the involving minors, but any
more objectionable content kid who’s been to a Judd
Apatow movie
in this episode
ha s
seen
– not because
it’s inappropri- “MTV and other worse. Today’s
teens
have
ate for teen basic cable
easy
access
to
viewers
but networks have
Internet porn,
because net- been pushing
pay-cable sex
work execushows
and
tives are wor- the envelope on
other enterried they may sexual and viotainment offerbe
charged lent content for
ings that scanwith violating
decades,
but
seldalize those
child pornogfrom earlier
dom
have
they
raphy laws.
MTV and aired anything as generations;
MTV isn’t alone
other basiccable
net- brazen as ‘skins’ in degrading
cultural stanworks
have ... ”
dards.
been pushing
Of course,
the envelope
that
doesn’t
entirely
excuse
on sexual and violent conthe
network,
which
is
tent for decades, but seldom have they aired any- breathtakingly disingenuous
thing as brazen as “Skins,” about its practices. It claims
a scripted series starring a in a release that “Skins”
troupe of unknown actors is meant to be viewed by
between the ages of 15 and adults, and to prove it the
19. A remake of a series that channel airs the show at or
originally aired in Britain, after 10 p.m. Eastern time
and has slapped a TV-MA

Nat’lVoice

rating on it, meaning it’s
theoretically unsuitable for
those under 17. If airing
programs late at night ever
put off teens, the strategy
has been rendered obsolete
by digital video recorders.
And the notion that a show
starring teen actors, playing characters dealing with
teen issues, on a network
watched mostly by teens, is
actually intended for adults
is laughable.
The Parents Television
Council is lobbying for a
Justice Department investigation of MTV, but looking
for government remedies
is ineffective and unwise;
we suspect the network’s
editors are smart enough
to skirt prosecution. The
Federal Communications
Commission doesn’t regulate the content of cable
networks, and even if it
did, a crackdown on shows
like “Skins” would be a bad
idea, because adults should
be able to watch whatever they like on cable and
federal attempts to protect
kids from adult programming have never been successful. The best and most
appropriate ways for parents to protect their kids
from objectionable material
on TV are to monitor their
viewing and to learn to use
the V-chip.
This editorial appeared in
the Los Angeles Times on
Sunday, Jan. 23.

Brothers: Vaulters share genes
-continued from page 5

like, ‘what else I can do.’”
John is currently USU’s number one pole vaulter. Last season he took third place at the Western
Athletic Conference championships and was
named first-team all-WAC. At the Washington
State Invitational in Pullman, Wash., earlier this
year, John took second place overall.
“We want to see him as one of the top vaulters
in the country,” Joel said. “Anytime you can make
it to the national meet then I would consider that
that goal has been realized. That’s definitely one
of the goals that we talk about a lot, is getting to
the highest level of competition, which is nationals.”
To qualify for the national meet, John said he
will have to consistently jump 17-feet, about a foot
higher than his current personal record.
“It’s possible, but I’m not quite where I want to
be right now,” John said. “When the WAC cham-

pionships are happening that’s when everyone
comes together, ‘cause we all want to do really
well. We’ve prepared a lot for it and then we just
want to win.”
Track and field athletes at Utah State have won
national championships in five different events.
Out of the many pole vaulters produced at USU,
three have been named all-American a total of six
times. The top eight American finishers at nationals are named all-American.
“We’ve won a lot of championships both the
men’s and women’s side in the last 20 years,” Joel
said. “We have a good history of being and doing
really good things. I’m just excited for what the
season has to offer us and I hope a lot of people
come out and support us.”
“We win a lot, so it’s nice,” John said.
–tavin.stucki@aggiemail.usu.edu

Fees: Cost of materials should come out of students’ pockets
-continued from page 9

University’s technology resources are available to all students, so essentially every major profits from them.
In wanting more money for the arts, I question what they
need the extra money for. The newly formed Caine School
of the Arts has received impressive sums from the Caine family and many other benefactors from Cache Valley and the
surrounding areas. First, let me be another voice to join the
chorus of those thanking these benefactors for their generous donations. This university is much better off because of
them. These donations were enough to create an individual
school and build a state of the art performance hall. Utah
State’s facilities are great. This doesn’t seem to be the reason for the petition. Perhaps it has to do with art supplies
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or costumes and props for the theater. If this is the case, let HPER. Overall, athletics are simply more popular than the
me be the one to state the obvious. Perhaps the art majors arts. Interest in athletics spans a huge percentage of the stushould accept that they are going to need to invest a little dent body, while interest in the arts is not so general.
more in their education beyond tuition to fund
So, my word to all you art majors out there
their artistic ambitions. Most of my classes have
who want more of our money: Don’t count on
“So, my word
extra fees on top of the standard fees. This is
it. Some of us like the arts, but not all of us. Take
sometimes strange in classes that don’t have to all you art
the encouragement to be a little more creative
anything beyond a lecture, but I accept it.
majors out there with your money allocation, use of supplies and
One may argue that we pay hundreds in who want more
exploitation of resources. If all else fails, you
student fees for athletics, and should thus pay a
can throw a bake sale, perform in the street for
little more for the arts. Both types of extra-cur- of our money:
money, or create those cool sidewalk murals
ricular activities contribute to a quality society, Don’t count on
while a hat sits collecting coins from passing
but the difference in spending boils down it. Some of us
admirers. It’s futile to go asking your fellow
to money itself. Athletics draws in an incredstudents for money. It’s just something we don’t
ible amount of money both from attendance like the arts, but have, and surely aren’t willing to give without
to events or boosters that support individual not all of us.”
receiving something in return.
teams. It is safe to assume that most of our
student fees for athletic purposes go to fund
Tyler Barlow is a sophomore studying computer
the facilities that all students have access to, such as the gym
engineering. He can be reached at tyler.barlow@aggiemail.
equipment in the field house or the pools and courts in the
usu.edu.

Smart: Founding father contributed to public ed
-continued from page 3
founder thought as deeply about education as Jefferson and
none – although it is now only dimly perceived – made so
lasting a contribution to the American idea of public education. Jefferson’s university is simply the great symbol of
that contribution. As funding for and confidence in public
education plummets, today might be good time to recover
the thinking that went into Jefferson’s visionary blending of
beauty and practicality, permanence and progress, order
and freedom in his academical village.
Before I could take my campus tour, a remarkably destructive mini-hurricane swept through Charlottesville. As my host
and I snaked our way toward campus, carefully avoiding
the many downed trees and power lines, we were reduced
to horse and buggy speeds. After arriving we wandered
through the carefully-crafted gardens with their strange

serpentine brick wall boundaries. Then we walked across
the lawn flanked by the 10 stately neoclassical “pavilions” to
the dominating “Rotunda.” Jefferson modeled the Rotunda
on Rome’s Pantheon, originally a great temple to the gods.
In the place of those ancient sources of wisdom and power,
Jefferson located the library. My host, a distinguished professor of American politics, ended my tour with a visit to a classroom. He had won one of the much-coveted rooms in the
old academical village. Opening the door revealed a quiet,
austere but elegant room with a lectern and chairs.

Peter McNamara teaches political science at Utah State
University.

Take the time to express your views in a letter to the
editor. Submission box found at www.utahstatesman.com
www.a-bay-usu.com

Classified
Ads
#1  BEST  VALUE  among  
Utah State University • Logan, Utah • www.utahstatesman.com

public  universities  in  the  West
Help Wanted
HELP WANTED

atre, Tech Theatre, Circus, Magic, Arts

& Crafts, Pioneering, Climbing Tower,
America’s  Best  College  Buys,  Forbes  2010

Earn Extra Money
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a Mystery
Shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-877-787-6566

Water Sports, Music, Dance or Science.
Great salaries and perks. Plenty of free
time. Internships available for many majors. On-campus interviews on 2/9. Apply online at www.islandlake.com. Call
800-869-6083 between 9 and 5 eastern
time on weekdays for more information.
info@islandlake.com / www.islandlake.
com

tigious coed sleepaway camp in the
beautiful Pocono Mtns of PA, 2 hours
from NYC. We’re seeking counselors
who can teach any Team & Individual
Sports, Tennis, Gymnastics, Horseback
Riding, Mt. Biking, Skate Park, The-

contract, private bdrms, dishwasher,
self-cleaning ovens. Close to USU, stadium and spectrum. Come see at 645 E.
900 N. or call 753-7227.

USU  GRADUATE  SCHOOL  FAIR
Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive our
brand new cars with ads placed on
Date:  September  22,  2010
them. www.AdCarDriver.com
Apartments
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Time:  10  AM  -  2  Summer
PM
Jobs
SUMMER JOBS
now! Brooklane Apartments, only
TSC  Ballroom Have the summer of your life at a pres- Sign$475up summer
contract, discount S/SY
Student Jobs

For more information, Contact USU Student Employment, TSC 106, www.usu.
edu/studemp
on-campus jobs:
C624-11 Facility Coordinator 10.00 per
hour
C630-08 Web Developer $9-$10, BOE
C208-96 Tutor $7.25/hr
C629-11 Student Tester BOE
C643-11 Lab Technician $ 10-14 /hr
C658-11 Part-time Nurse $18/hr
C672-11 Horticulture Assistant BOE
C671-11 Scene Shop Carpenter
C677-11 Graduate Research Assistant
BOE
C210-09 Assistant Systems Administrator
C110-10 Fitness Program Instructor $10.00
-$12.00
C204-07 Electrical Engineering Assistant
BOE
C681-11 Mule Deer/coyote Technician
1200 per month plus food

TimeOut
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All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu

Pearls Before Swine • Steve Pastis

Friends by Default • Trevor.Stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

Breaking the Mold • Kenneth.Locke@aggiemail.usu.edu

Dilbert • Scott Adams
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Bound & Gagged • Dana Summers

Synaptic Meltdown
b.luke@aggiemail.usu.edu

Rhymes with Orange • Hilary Price

Answers at www.utahstatesman.com
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OPEN SAT AT 11:30 FOR MATINEES
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Flight Deck
• Peter Waldmer
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Wednesday

Feb. 2
Today is Wednesday,
Feb. 2, 2011. Today’s
issue of The Utah
Statesman is published
especially for Andrea
Porras, a senior majoring in interior design
from St. George, Utah.

Today in History: In
1887, Groundhog
Day, featuring a
rodent meteorologist, is celebrated
for the first time
at Gobbler’s Knob
in Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania.
According to tradition, if a groundhog
comes out of its hole
on this day and sees
its shadow, there will
be six more weeks of
winter weather.

Weather
High: 14° Low: 1°
Skies: Mostly sunny

You need to know....

Come and network with local
business leaders, entrepreneurial
founders board members, and
members of the area chamber of
commerces at the IEC eWeek Kick
Off Mixer Feb. 3 from 3:30-5 p.m.
in the O.C. Tanner Lounge (9th
floor of the business building).
Refreshments served. If you have
any questions contact IEC at usu.
iec@gmail.com

Li Guo will present the lecture,
“Narratives of Chinese Women in
Early Twentieth Century” as part of
Women’s History Month at USU. The
event is free and all are welcome. Feb.
2, TSC 335, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Come see USU’s talent at the
Rotaract Club’s variety show! It will
be held Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the TSC
auditorium. Admission is $3 with a
can of food and $4 without. Come
help us earn money for our service
trip to Mexico and stock the food
pantry at the same time!
The USU Study Abroad Fair
will take place in the TSC from 10-2
p.m. on Feb. 2. Enhance your learning experience. Learn how to study
abroad. Discover the world.
Spend Spring Break in Moab!
Take Cycling (PE 1550) and earn
credit while having fun in Moab. This
one-credit course is for all mountain
bikers beginning - advanced. Register
using CRN 21897. For more info
contact Tommy Murphy: t.murphy@
aggiemail.usu.edu or (435) 787-8556.
Stokes Nature Center will host
Wild Wednesday on Feb. 2 from 47p.m. February’s theme is Groundhog
Day. For more information, call 435755-3239 or visit www.logannature.
org.
Love playing online video
games? USU researchers from the
Department of psychology need your
help! Take a 10-minute survey about
online video games and enter to win
a $50 gift card! Email Brady DeHart
at usuvideogamestudy@gmail.com
The Mathematics and Statistics
Department is holding a colloquium
talk at 3:30 p.m. Feb. 3, in LIB
164. Dr. Xiaofeng Shao, Assistant
Professor at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, will speak
on a “self-normalized approach to
statistical inference for time series.”
Everyone is welcome to attend.
Craig Wagner Guitar Concert
Feb. 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Performance
Hall. Tickets are $15 for general
admission and $5 for USU students.

ASUSU elections
Tijuana is an amazing experience
building houses for the poor and
at a cheap cost March 5-12! Cost:
$275 for students, plus gas. (plan
on $60 for gas) Food, housing,
and construction materials are
paid for. Come to the meeting
Feb. 2 at 5:30 at the HUB or contact us at charityanywhereusu@
gmail.com

Thursday

Almanac

Feb. 3

Hardware Ranch

- Weight Watcher Class, TSC 335,
11:45 a.m.
- FREE Fitness Assessments, HPER 152,
12 p.m.
- eWeek Mixer, OC Tanner lounge, 3:30
p.m.
- Colloquium talk, LIB 164, 3:30 p.m.
- Men’s Hockey vs. Northern Arizona,
7 p.m.
- Variety Show, TSC Auditorium, 7:30
p.m.
- Women’s Basketball at Reno, 8 p.m.
- Blindside movie showing, TSC
Ballroom, 8 p.m.

Visit the Elk at Hardware Ranch
(15 miles east of Hyrum on SR
101). January-Feb 28 (weather permitting) $5 adults/ $3 children.
Take a horse drawn sleigh ride
to see a herd of 500 to 600 elk up
close and personal. This is a great
family adventure that you will
want to do again and again.

HURD Week

HURD Week movie showing
of The Blindside in the TSC
Ballroom Feb. 3 at 8 p.m. There
will be Texas Roadhouse rolls for
the first couple hundred people.
Free for EVERYONE! Then a
HURD After Game Party Feb. 5 at
The Sports Academy from 9:30 to
Midnight. Free for the first 500
students!

Friday

Feb. 4
- Women’s Tennis vs. Boise State, 10
a.m.
- Men’s Tennis vs. Mesa State, 4 p.m.
- Soul Food Dinner, TSC Ballroom, 7
p.m.
- Snowboard club movie night, TSC
Auditorium, 7 p.m.
- Fry Street Quartet Concert,
Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m.

URCO grants

URCO GRANTS Due Feb. 15 at
noon. Electronic delivery encouraged to Joyce.Kinkead@usu.edu.
See: https://research.usu.edu/
undergrad/htm/funding/opportunities/urco for details. Phone:
4357971706

Deep End•tyson.cole@aggiemail

Strange Brew•Peter Deering

More Calendar and FYI
listings, Interactive Calendar
and Comics at

www.utahstatesman.com
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n’t Miss

n!

- Powder Wagon, TSC Parking Lot, 8 a.m.
- Study Abroad Fair, TSC Lounges, 10 a.m.
- Indian Taco Sale, 11 a.m.
- Meditation Club, TSC 335, 12 p.m.
- Business Open Forum, BUS 215, 1:30
p.m.
- Women’s History Month Speaker, TSC
335, 3:30 p.m.
- International Research Lecture, Library
101, 3:30 p.m.
- Charity Anywhere Info Session, Hub,
5:30 p.m.
- Men’s Basketball vs. Nevada, 9 p.m.

eWeek mixer

Everyone’s Favorite Stop!

A Touch of Elegance, a Hint of Adventure
Themed & Luxury Suites | Tours daily 1-3 p.m.
Offer does not include Sapphire Rooms.

FREE
21
oz.
Drink
with any $5 purchase.

Exp. 5/5/11

off

58 W 400 No.
Suite 103
Logan
435-752-4803

$

00
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“A Full-Service Salon”

The

Junction
Buy 1 meal, get 2nd
meal HALF OFF!
Breakfast, lunch or dinner.
Not valid for late night pizza.
Exp. 5/07/11

